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INSTRUCTIONS 


FOR 
' MISSIONARIES 
To THE 


WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 


J. You are to embark at the time, and in the 
veſſel appointed by the ſociety. 
II. You are to'make your way immediately to 


the iſland, where you are to be ſtationed as Miſfi- 
onary. 


III. On your arrival there, you are to repair, 


vithout delay, to the town or plantation which 


ſhall be pointed out to you by the ſociety. 
IV. The object of your miſſion is, to convert 


and inſtruft the adult negroe ſlaves, and to educate 


the young negroes in the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, 
in the principles of the Chriſttan Religion; and to 
uſe your utmoſt and moſt earneſt endeavours to 


produce in both a vital belief of the dodrines 
of that religion, and a conſtant and conſcientious 
obedience to its laws, 


V. This 


CT] 

V. This is to be your ſole employment. You 
are not to undertake the inſtruction or education 
of any of the white inhabitants, or the free people 
of colour, or to interfere, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
with the miniſterial duties of the parochial clergy- 
men, or intercept any of their emoluments, or 
accept any pecuniary gratuities whatever, except 
what you receive from the ſociety. | 


VI. You muſt be careful to give no offence 
either to the Governor, to the Legiſlature, 


to the Planters, the Clergy, or any other claſs 


of perſons in the iſland; but to demean your- 
felf humbly, quietly, and peaceably towards all 
men; not interfering in the commercial or po- 


litical affairs of the iſland, but confining yourſelf 


entirely to the buſineſs of your miſſion. 
VII. You muſt more particularly endeavour 


to cultivate the friendſhip and good-will of the 


parochial clergy, and entreat their advice and aſ- 


fiſtance in turying'o on the great work of your 


miſſion. - 

VIII. Vou muſt alſo avoid all conteſts and diſ- 
putes with the Miſſionaries of any other denomi- 
nation, that may happen to be engaged in the 
ſame iſland, and the ſame undertaking with your- 


ſelf: you muſt treat them as brother labourers 
in the goſpel, wich kindneſs, humanity, and 


Chriſtian charity. | 
IX. You muſt never attempt toinftrud or edu- 
eate the negroe ſlaves on any plantation, without 


the 
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the conſent and approbation of the proprietor of 
that plantation; or if he is non-reſident, of his 
manager, 

X. Whenever any proprinto will permit you 
to reſide on his plantation, for the purpoſe of in- 
ſtruQing his negroes in religion, you are to prefer 
that ſituation. to any other, and accommodate 
yourſelf with as commodious a lodging on the 
plantation as you can procure ; but when no ſuch 
permiſſion can be obtained, you are to reſide in 
one of the towns of the iſland, and teach there 


ſuch negroe children as are ſent to you, and go 


out from thence to inſtruct the adult negroes. 
XI. When you are on a plantation in the 


country, you are to reſide as near the church as 


you can, and requeſt the ule of it, both for the 


purpoſe of inſtructing the adult negroes on the 


Sundays, and for teaching the negroe children on 


the week-days. 


XII. With reſpe&t to the adult negroes, the 


principal time for their inſtruQtion will probably 
be the Sunday evenings ; at which time you will 
read to them ſuch prayers, and give them ſuch 
| ſermons or leQures as you ſhall be directed to 


uſe. 
XIII. But it is ; hoped that you may have op- 
portunities of converſing with them on religious 


ſubjedts in an eaſy familiar way at other times, 
both on Sundays and after their work is finiſhed 


on other days ; and perhaps more good may be 
done 


oY 

done by ſuch converſations, than by written diſ- 
courſes or formal inſtruttions. 

XIV. And in order to give the greater force 


and efficacy to this mode of inſtruQtion, you will 


endeavour to conciliate as much as poſſible, the 
good-will and affection of the negroes ; you will 
enter into habits of acquaintance and familiarity 


with them, will treat them with kindneſs and con- 


deſcenſion, vill convince them that you are in- 


tereſted i in their happineſs and welfare, will watch 
the moſt favourable opportunities of inſtilling 
principles of virtue and religion into their hearts, 


will improve to the beſt advantage the ſeaſons of 
ſickneſs and affliction, when their minds are moſt 
open to ſerious impreſſions, and will, in ſhort, 
endeavour to turn every little incident into an 
inſtrument of moral and religious improvement. 


XV. It is ſaid by thoſe who have had much 


experience in the inſtruction and converſion of 


ſavages, and eſpecially of the African negroes, 


that the ſureſt acceſs to their underſtandings is 


through their imaginations and their affeQions ; 
and that you can make little impreſſion on the 


former, till the latter have been forcibly ſtruck 
and agitated by ſome affecting incidents or in- 
tereſting narratives. And it has been obſerved, 


that nothing has ſo powerfully excited their at- 


tention, and touched their hearts, as the hiſtory 
of our Saviour's life, miracles, ſufferings, cruci- 
fiQion, and reſurrection, as related in the goſpels. 


XVI. 
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XVI. With theſe, therefore, you muſt begin 
your religious inſtruftions, and afterwards pro- 
ceed to explain, in eaſy, perſpicuous, ſimple, intel- 

ligiblelanguage, ſome of the plaineſtand moſt impor- 
tant doctrines and precepts of revealed religion; 
dwelling moſt ſtrongly and moſt frequently on 

the neceſſity of faith in Chriſt, on the benefits de- 

rived from his death, on the truth and divine 
authority of the ſcriptures, and above all, on the 
great practical duties of piety, mercy, juſtice, 


temperance, charity, ſobriety, induſtry, veracity, 


honeſty, fidelity, and obedience to their maſters ; 
contentment, patience, and reſignation to the 
will of Heaven. Eon 

XVII. You will particularly recommend it to 
them, as an indiſpenſable duty, to begin and end 


their day at home, with the Lord's prayer and 


ſome other ſhort prayer, with which you will fur- 
niſh them; and it is very much to be wiſhed that 
the planters would permit you to aſſemble the 
negroes before they go to work in the morning, and 
after they have finiſhed it at night, and to make 
them join with you in a ſhort prayer, which need 
not exceed five minutes, and may be productive 
of the very beſt effects; becauſe, in theſe ſhort 
prayers might be briefly expreſſed ſome of the 
principal duties of a Chriſtian life, which, by 
being conſtantly repeated, would be inſenſibly 
and deeply impreſſed both upofi their memories 
and their hearts, 


XVIII. 


F V9 
XVIII. The ſame good purpoſe might alſo 
be anſwered in another, and ſtill more pleaſing 
way. Many of the negroes have a natural turn 


for muſic, and are frequently heard to ſing in 


their rude and artleſs way at their work. This 


propenſity might eaſily be improved to the pur- 


poſes of devotion, as well as of inſtruftion, by 
furniſhing the negroes with ſhort hymns or por- 
tions of pſalms, which ſhould, like the prayers, 
contain ſome of the chief doctrines and precepts 


of the goſpel, and ſhould be ſet to plain, eaſy, 


ſolemn pſalm tunes, as nearly reſembling their 


own ſimple melody as poſſible. Theſe might be 


uſed not only in the church, but when their taſk 


was finiſhed in the field, and even might amuſe 


them during their work, much better than light, 


or indecent, or profane ſongs. This would 


make them ſee Chriſtianity in a much more 
pleaſing light then they generally do; would make 
inſtruQtion a delight rather than a taſk to them, 


and would be found, probably, a much more 
effettual way of fixing their attention and im- 


Proving their minds, than 1 other * can be 
deviſed. ; q 


XIX. You muſt uſe your beſt endeavours to 
draw off the negroes from that promiſcuous and 


almoſt unbounded commerce with their women, 
to which they are accuſtomed. You mult impreſs 


ſtrongly on their minds the obligation they are 
under, as Chriſtians, to confine themſelves to 


one 
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wife, and to preſerve. inviolable fidelity to the 
marriage bed. You muſt repeat to them frequently 


and forcibly, that God has abſolutely forbid- 


den, all uncleanneſs, fornication, and adultery, 


under pain of eternal puniſhment in another world; 
and you muſt quote and explain to them repeat- 


edly, thoſe paſſages of ſcripture which prohibit 


| theſe fins. If you could bring them to a proper 


ſenſe of the duty and ſanctity of marriage, you 
would not only moſt eſſentially promote their 
health and comfort in this life, and their ſalvation 
in the next, but would alſo very materially ſerve 
the intereſt of their maſters, by encreaſing the 


number of their home-born ſlaves. For it is, on 
all hands, allowed that nothing ſo much obſtrutts 


the natural increaſe of the negroes, as their pro- 
miſcuous intercourſe with their women. 
XX. You muſt not enter into ſuch extreme 
familiarity with the negroes, as to mix with them 
in any improper amuſements or feſtivities; nor muſt 
you ſuffer to paſs, unreproved, any ſinful practice 
or bad habit; but at the ſame time, you muſt 


render yourſelf eaſy and pleaſant to them, encou- 
rage them to approach you on all occaſions without 
fear, to conſult you in all points of religion, to 


propoſe to you their doubts and difficulties, and to 


make you the arbiter of the little diſputes and 
differences that may ariſe among them. 


XXI. The next object of your attention, is 


te education of the young negroes in the prin- 


ciples 


tw} 
ciples of the Chriſtian religion. For this purpoſe, 
the ſociety is of opinion, that it would be highly 


uſeful to teach them alſo to read; but this it re- 


commends as a means only to that end, not as a 


primary and principal object in their education. 


The great point is to make them good Chriſtians, 
in any way that is moſt adviſeable and moſt prac- 


ticable. The ſociety, however, conceives, that 


teaching them to read would exceedingly pro- 
mote this great and important purpoſe ; for they 
would certainly much ſooner and more effectually 


learn the rudiments of the Chriſtian religion, by 


being able to read their Bible, and Prayer-book, 
and the little religious tracts which would be put 
into their hands, than by acquiring all their know- 


ledge from converſation, and learning every thing 


by rote. Nor does there ſeem any juſt ground 


for thoſe apprehenſions which ſome of the planters 
are ſaid to entertain, reſpecting this meaſure, 


They conceive it might make the young negroes 
proud and indolent, and alſo might enable them 
to imbibe, more eaſily, the dangerous principles 


of the French, by reading the pernicious publica- 
tions which they diſperſe over the iſlands, But, 
Vith reſpe& to the firſt objection, we find in 


England, that teaching the poor to read, (which 
is the caſe univerſally in the north) does not 


make them worſe labourers, or leſs aftive and 


induſtrious, but the contrary; and in regard 


to the other point, though you may prevent their 


reading 


( 12 ) 
reading, you cannot prevent their hearing French 
politics, which will do full as much harm, with. 
out having thoſe antidotes againſt them, which 
they may be furniſhed with if they can read. Still, 
however, if any proprietor diſapproves of their 
young negrees being taught to read, it muſt be 
given up, and you muſt endeavour to inſtruct 
them in the rudiments of Chriſtianity without that 
advantage, in the beſt manner you can. But it is 


155 hoped that inſtances of this ſort will not be many: 


and where you cannot obtain permiſſion to teach 
all the young negroes to read, you may, at leaſt, 
perhaps, be allowed to teach two or three in the 
| plantation, and they will be able to read good 
books to the reſt. 1 15 
XXII. At all events, you ink bane. a ſchool 
for inſtruQing them, in ſuch a way as is approved, 
in the principles of the Chriſtian religion. It is 
hoped that the rector of the pariſh will accom- 
modate you with his church for this purpoſe; but 
if that be attended with any inconvenience, you 
muſt then teach them at your lodging, or in ſome 
cheap building hired for that purpoſe. 
XXIII. It is preſumed you may begin to in- 
ſtruct the children at five or fix years old; and as 
at that age they will not probably he employed 
conſtantly in work, you will, no doubt, be per- 
mitted to have them in the ſchool in the intervals 
of that work, perhaps too, before it begins in the 
6 morning, and after it ends in the evening. 
XXIV. 


( 8 )- 

XXIV. When they grow more uſeful in the 
field; and cannot be well ſpared in the week- 
days, then you muſt teach them only on Sundays, 
as they do in our Sunday-ſchools in England. 
XXV. The ſociety is of opinion that you 
| may be able to teach fifty children, if ſo many 
| are allowed to come to you at any one time; but 
when a few of theſe are well taught, they may 
aſſiſt you in teaching the reſt; and there are old 


. mien and women of colour, whole aſſi ſtance may, 

if neceſſary, be had at a very eaſy rate. 
XXV I. When both the adult negroes and the 

1 children, on any particular plantation, have re- 

| ceived ſufficient inſtruction, you muſt then re- 

| move to ſome other plantation, where the propri- 

| etor is willing to receive you; but not without 

; | . firſt obtaining the permiſſion of the ſociety. 

XXVII. Where it is practicable to lodge and 
board with the manager of the plantation, you 

1 will probably find it the moſt commodious and 
comfortable ſituation; and he may, if he is well 
diſpoſed, be of ſingular uſe in promoting the ſue- 

= ceſs of your miſſion. 

* XVXXVIII. You are to reli with the 

i | | ſecretary of the ſociety, Mr. Thomas Porteus, No. i 
E 42, Gerrard Street, Soho, London. You are to | 
4 "acquaint him with your arrival in the ifland, and 
= afterwards inform him of your proceedings j 
|. Ffromtime to time. At the end of every half j 
. 1 85 15 muſt tranſmit to him an exact and cir- | 
| | N — 
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cumſtantial account of everymeaſure that has been 
taken reſpecting the converſion, inſtruction, and 
education of the negroes; you muſt ſpecify, 
diſtinctly and clearly, what number of negroes 
have been baptized, inſtructed, and made real 
converts; what number of children are in your 
ſchool, and what progreſs they have made in 
reading, and in the rudiments of religion ; how 
many hours are employed each day in teaching 
the children, in catechizing the youth, in giving 
inſtruction to the adult, either in the church or in 
private and perſonal converſation; whether the 
negroes, both adult and young, have learnt any 
private prayers and hymns, and make a proper 
uſe of them; whether they attend public prayers 

on Sundays conſtantly; whether they behave 
there decently and devoutly, and ſeem to attend 
to and underſtand the ſervice, the lectures, the 
_ ſermons, and all the other inſtructions given to 
them; whether they appear to be impreſſed with 
a ſerious and awful ſenſe of religion, and are 
_ diſtinguiſhed from the unconverted negroes, by 
the decency and regularity of their behaviour, and 
their obedience to their maſters; whether, in fine, 
they are married to one wife, according to the 

Tites of the church of England, and have re- 
| nounced all illicit intercourſe with other women; 
together with every other circumſtance that may 
enable the ſociety to judge of the progreſs and 
the real ſucceſs of your miſſion. 


o 
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( 14 ) 
XXIX. Upon the whole, your great point 
muſt be to make the negroes, under your care, 
not merely nominal, but real Chriſtians. If you 
do'this, if the planters ſee that thoſe whom you 
have converted, inſtructed, or educated, are 
better ſfaves, more ſober, more honeſt, more 
diligent, more faithful, more obedient, and more 


attached to their maſters than thoſe that remain 
| heathens, you will be ſure of their countenance, 
| protection, and ſupport. This is actually the caſe 
in the iſland of Antigua, where the negroes, con- 
verted by the Moravians, are found by experi- 


ence to be the beſt ſlaves in the iſland, inſomuch, 


that the planters are anxious to have the Moravi- 
ans among them, and encourage them to the ut- 
moſt of their power. Here, then, is the great teſt 


and proof of your zeal and diligence. If you exert 
yourſelves effectually, you will be encouraged. 
IHF you are not encouraged, after a proper trial, 
there is ground to fear that you are, in ſome 
reſpeets, deficient. At your firſt ſetting out, in- 
| deed, you may, perhaps, meet with ſome diffi- 
culties, ſome obſtacles, and ſome inconveniences ; 


but let not theſe diſpirit or diſcourage you. A little 
prudence, a little patience, and perſeverance, will, 


with God's grace, enable you to ſurmount them all. 
The harveſt before you is a plentiful one, the work 
you are engaged in is a glorious one. It is nothing 
leſs than the opening of a new ſchool of morality 


and religion in. the Weſtern world ; laying the 
foundation 


- 


( 16 ) 
foundation of a new Chriſtian Church within the 
confines of the Atlantic Ocean, and diffuſing the 
bleſſings of the goſpel to more than 300, oo 
human beings, with all their numberleſs deſcen- 
dents, to the remoteſt periods of time. 
This ſurely is a proſpect ſufficient to animate 
your zeal, and ſtimulate your ambition in ſo no- 
ble a cauſe. The prayers of this ſociety, and, we 
truſt, of every ſincere Chriſtian, will go along with 
you. We ſhall moſt fervently implore the bleſſing 


of Heaven on your labours, and with that to aſ- 


fiſt and ſupport you, we ſhall have the beſt grounds 
to hope that this work of God will proſper in 
your hands. One thing we know with certainty ; 
we know from fact, and from experience, from 
the example of the Moravians abovementioned, 
that the negroes are capable of being made real 
_ Chriſtians ; and that they give the moſt unequi- 
vocal proofs of this, by the viſible influence the 
_ goſpel actually has upon their hearts and lives. 
The ſociety truſts, therefore, that the Miſſionaries 
of the Church of England will not manifeſt leſs 
piety, leſs zeal, leſs activity, leſs diligence, than 
thoſe of the United Brethren, and that of courſe 
their labours will, under Providence, be at leaſt, 
equally wwecsſefal. 


FINIS, 


go. 


